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Refor mation 2002

Tamil Lutherans(India) Against
CCM Grand Deception

BishopDr. T. Aruldoss, President of The Tamil Evangelical L utheran
Church (TELC), hasofferedthesupport of hischurchto USL utherans
fighting theecumeni cal grand deceptioninCalledto CommonMission
(CCM). CCM isthefull communionagreement betweentheEvangelical
LutheranChurchin America(EL CA) andtheEpiscopal Churchinthe
USA. CCM cameinto effect on 01 January 2001.

Inaletter from27March 2002, Bishop Aruldossstates, " On behal f
of theTamil Evangelical L utheran Church, | ampleasedtoconveyits
supporttoUSL utheransintheir effortsto counter theecumenical decep-
tioninCCM."

TheTEL Cdeve opedthroughvariousmissioneffortsbeginningin
1706. Thechurchwasconstitutedin1919, becoming autonomousin
1950. Withnearly 104,000 members, the TEL C hasbeen amember of
theLutheran World Federationsince1947.

Tamilische Lutheranernnen (Indien)
gegen CCM-Grol3betrliger el

Bischof Dr. T. Aruldoss, President der Tamilischen Evangelisch-
LutherischenKirche(TELK), hat denUS-L utheranern, diegegendie
O6kumenischeGrof3betriigerel in»Calledto CommonMission« (CCM -
»Zur gemeinsamenMissionberufen«) kdmpfen, dieUnterstiitzung seiner
Kircheangeboten. CCM ist das»volleGemeinschaft« Ubereinkommen
zwischender Evangelisch-L utherischenKircheinAmerika(ELKA) und
der Episkopalkircheinden USA. CCM istam 01. Januar 2001
inkraftgetreten.

Ineinem Schreitbenvom 27. M&rz 2002, stel It Bischof Aruldossfest,
»lmNamender Tamilischen Evangelisch-L utherischenKirchefreutes
mich, US-L utheranern, diesichdem 6kumenischen Betrugin CCM
entgegenzuwirkenbemihen, dieUnterstiitzung[der TELK] zuvermitteln.”

DieTELK hat sichseit 1706 durchverschiedeneMissions-
bemihungenentwickelt. DieTELK wurde 1919 gegriindet undwurde
1950selbsténdig. Siehat fast 104.000Mitglieder undist seit 1947
Mitglied desL utherischenWeldbundes.

CCM Verax existsto tell
thetruth about Calledto
Common Mission (CCM),
theecumenical agr eement
between theEvangelical

LutheranChurchin
America(ELCA)andthe
Episcopal Churchinthe
USA.

"CCM isarguably the
greatest act of deception
ever cultivated by an
ecclesial denominationin
the history of North
America."
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CCM-Inter ventionsangebot
ausUngarn

DieL utherischeKircheinUngarn(LKiU) hat
US-Lutheranerninder Sacheder 6kumenischen
Grofpetriigerel in»Calledto CommonMission«
(CCM -»Zur gemeinsamenMissionberufen) ihre
Interventionangeboten. CCM istdas»volle
Gemeinschaft«Ubereinkommenzwischender
Evangelisch-L utherischenKircheinAmerika(ELKA)
undder EpiskopakircheindenUSA. Ineinem
Schreibenvom11. Juli 2002, hat der |eitende Bischof
der LKiU, Dr.1. Szebik, dasAngebotindrei
Punktenentworfen, dieinfolgender Weise
zusammengefasstwordensind:

1. DieproblematischeNatur desdreifachen
AmtesinBezugauf dieEpiskopal kirchesolle»im
L aufedesdkumenischen Dialogse ngehenderortert
undzum Ruhepunkt gebracht«werden. Eswére
winschenswert, wenndieseFragezwischendem
LWB undder Episkopal kircheertrtert werden
konneundwennder LWB »Richtliniefuralle
Mitgliedskirchen«vertffentlichenwirde.

2. DieL utherischeKircheinUngarnist bereit,
dieL eitungvonder Evangelisch-L utherischeKirche
inAmericadarumzubitten, »dievollkommene
Gemeinschaft mit der Episkopalkirchesolangenicht
zudeklarieren, bisdieM einungsverschiedenheit nicht
nachl&sst...« DieseBittewird»andenleitenden
Bischof von ELK A «gesandit.

3. DerleitendeBischof der ungarischenKirche
bittet dieGegner von»Calledto CommonMission,
»gchvonder Griindungeiner neuenlutherischen
Kirchezurtickzuhatern, umdiealgemeinekirchliche
Einheitzubewahren.

CCM VeraxAntwortundKlarung

Umeinpaar MiRverstdndnissezukléren, hat
CCM Verax dasSchreibenvon Dr. Szebik
beantwortet. Der Text desBriefesandieLKiU,in
demmandas|nterventionsangebot Punkt ftr Punkt
diskutiert, wirdimganzenwiedergegeben. Dr. Mark
Menacher von CCM V erax erlautert die Situation
wiefolgt:
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»1. DasinBetracht kommendeProblemistan
sichnichtdasdreifache Amt der Episkopalkirche,
sonderndieGlulltigkeit unddieStandhaftigkeit des
VII. Artikel sder Confessio Augustana- nicht nur
innerhalbder ELK A sondernauchinnerhalbdes
L utherischen Weltbundes. Durchdas
Ubereinkommen »Calledto CommonMission«
(CCM -»Zur gemeinsamenMission berufen«) haben
dieleitendenKréafteder ELKA CA VI lahmgelegt,
und habenesmit der bewuf3ten Mif3deutungvon
ApologiaX|V getan. DassdieLWB-Zentraledieses
Ubereinkommenbefuirwortet, spricht gegeneine
befriedigendeL 6sungalleinvon Genf aus.

2. Eshiilfenicht, dieELKA vonder
Deklarierungvoller Gemeinschaft mitder
Episkopalkircheabzuraten, bisdie
M e nungsverschiedenheitenerl edigtwerdenkdnnen,
weil dasUbereinkommen bereitsam 1. Januar 2001
inKraftgetretenist. SeitdembezeichnetdieELKA
dieEpiscopalkirchea seinen»volleGemeinschaft«
Partner. DieEpiskopalkirche, hingegen, wird
ahnlichestun, nurwennesfestgestelltwordenist,
dassdieEL KA ausrei chend »episkopaisiert«
wordenist,umvolleGemeinschaft mitder
Episkopal kircheberechtigt zuwerden. Wannund
wiedasgeschehenwird, wei 3] etzt niemand.

Der Einigungsproze3in CCM lauft nicht nur CA
V11 sondernauch demgelebten Wesender
Rechtfertigungd ehreundder L ehrevondenZwei
Reichenzuwider.

3. WennesumdieEinheit der Kirchegeht,
mussmanklar sein, dassvonder Kirchenleitungaus
dieELKA hauptséchlichaseineV erfassungskirche
undnichta seineevangelisch-lutherisch
konfessionelleKirchebezeichnetwird. Wennman
dieVerfassungindenV ordergrundriickt, hat man
schondieEinheiteiner lutherischenKirche
beeintréchtigt, wennnicht praktischaufgel 6.

WenneineLWB-MitgliedskirchedieMerkmae
einer anderenKircheoder Konfessionvor den
|utherischen K onfessionenund sogar vor der
einfachenWahrheit bevorzugenwill, sollteder LWB
Richtlinienhaben, dieMitgliedschaft solche ner
Kircheaufzuheben.

MitdenMiRverstandni ssenausgeraumt, sindwir
fur lhreBereitschaft sehr dankbar, einekonfessionelle
L 6sungdesProblemszuerzieen.«
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Simple Guideto Called to
CommonMission

Called to Common Mission (CCM) isan
ecumenical agreement betweentheEvangdlical
LutheranChurchinAmerica(EL CA) andtheEpis-
copa ChurchintheUSA. CCM enablesfull com-
munion betweenthesetwo churchesby changingthe
EL CA'sconstitution, ordinationstructure, andliturgi-
cal ritesto conformtotheEpiscopal Church'stradi-
tionof bishopsin historicsuccession. Episcopalians
(alsocalled Anglicansduetotheir originsinthe
Churchof England) refer tothistraditionasthe
"historicepiscopate.”

CCM cameintoeffect onthelst of January
2001. TheEpiscopal Churchisnow infull commun-
ionwiththeELCA. However,theEL CA isnotinfull
communionwiththeEpiscopal Church. TheELCA
will only beinfull communionwiththeEpiscopal
ChurchwhentheEL CA hasbecome™ episcopalian™
enoughfor full communiontobemutual. Inother
words, theprocessin CCM will becompletedwhen
theEL CA haseffectively becomean episcopalian
church. How hasthishappened?

CCM isfull of ecumenical jargon and his-
torical claimswhich disorient most people. This
also includes many pastors, bishops, and seminary
professors. Thisbrief guideseekstoexplainwhy
CCMiswrong.

1. CCM denigratestheL ordship
of JesusChrist

CCM requirestheEL CA toadopt an"historic
episcopate” for full communionwiththeEpiscopal
Church. TheEpiscopa Church's"historicepisco-
pate” referstoatraditioninwhichclergy aresuppos-
edly madetruebishopsonly whenthey areordained
ashishopsthroughariteof laying-on-of-handsby
other bishops. Thistraditionisalsocalled" episcopal
succession.” Furthermore, only thoseclergy properly
ordained by such bishopsareconsideredtohavethe
power to makeaproper Holy Communion.

L utheransbelievethat ordinationandespecialy
"historicepiscopacy” arehumantraditions. Lutherans
teachthat Christ makeshimself presentinhispro-
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claimedWordandinhisSacramentsregardlessof
any particular kind of humanordination. By requiring
the EL CA toadopt an"historicepiscopate” for full
communion, CCM meansthat Christisnotenough
for unity betweenthe EL CA andtheEpiscopal
Church. Thus, CCM meansthat ahumantradition
becomesmoredefinitivethan Christfor unityin
Christ'schurch. CCM iswrongfirstly becauseit
denigratestheL ordshipof JesusChrist.

2. An" historicepiscopate” isnot biblical

TheBiblehasvery littleto say about bishops
(overseers), andit hasnothingtosay aboutan"his-
toricepiscopate” of any description. Onthecon-
trary, | Peter 2:25 saysthat Jesusisthe" shepherd
and bishop" of our souls. CCM violatestheL utheran
teachingof Scriptureaone.

3. CCM denigratestheWord and Sacraments

CCM understandsan " historicepiscopate” to
bea"sign" of unity. Lutheransteachthat thefellow-
shipof believers(thechurch) hasonly three"signs.”
ThesesignsaretheWord, Holy Baptism, andthe
Lord'sSupper. All thesesignscomefrom Christ,
andall Christianssharethem. Whenan"historic
episcopate” becomesarequiredsign” of thechurch
oritsunity, thisimpliesthat God'sWord, Baptism,
andtheL ord's Supper arenot quiteenoughto bethe
signsof truechurchunity. CCM denigratestheliving
expressionsof Word of God.

4. TheLutheran Reformersrejected the
succession of bishops

CCM paragraph 11 statesthat theL utheran
Confessionswrittenin1530-1531 referto"historic
succession” intheofficeof bishop. Thisisimpossible
not only because the concept of " episcopal succes-
sion" did not exist when the relevant Confessions
werewritten but al so becausethe Reformersre-
jected" episcopal succession” whenthenotionwas
"rediscovered" between 1538-1540.

Philip Melanchthon, theauthor of theconfes-
sional writingcitedin CCM paragraph 11, statedin
1539that thoselacking thespirit of God"imagine
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the church to be a state of bishops and bind it to
the orderly succession of bishops, asthe empires
consist of the orderly succession of princes. But
the church maintainsitself differently. Actually, it
isa union not bound to the orderly succession but
to the Word of God" (MW 1: 330, 16-23). Also,
in 1541 Martin Luther wrote, "In the church, the
succession of bishops does not make a bishop, but
the Lord aloneisour bishop" (WA 53: 74).

CCM fdsifiestheintentionsof theL utheran
Reformers. Furthermore, at least oneEL CA CCM
drafter knew, when CCM wasdrafted, that CCM
beliestheL utheranReformers clear rejection of
"historicepiscopacy.”

5. CCM iscontrarytotheL utheran
Confessional Writings

ArticleVII of theL utheran Augsburg Confes-
sionstates, " Our churchesal soteachthat oneholy
churchistocontinueforever. Thechurchisthe
assembly of saintsinwhichtheGospel istaught
purely andthesacramentsareadministeredrightly.
For the true unity of the church it is enough (satis
est) to agree concerning the teaching of the
Gospel and the administration of the sacraments.
Itisnot necessary that humantraditionsor ritesand
ceremonies, ingtituted by men, shouldbealikeevery-
where. ItisasPaul says,"Onefaith, onebaptism,
one God and Father of al," etc (Eph. 4: 5,6).

Therequiredadoption of an"historicepisco-
pate" in CCM meansthat the Gospel inWord and
Sacramentisnot enoughfor unity betweentheEL CA
andtheEpiscopal Church. CCM violatestheletter
and spiritof ArticleV11 of the Augsburg Confes-
sion.

6. An " historic episcopate” isa" Christian
fiction" which hinder smission

Thedistinguished New Testament scholar, Ernst
K &semann, oncedescribed theideaof bishopsin
succession as"one of many Christiansfictions®
(Der Ruf der Freiheit, 1972, p. 182). Even some
Anglicansthink strict adherencetoan"historicepis-
copate” is"superstition.” Puttingan™historicepisco-
pate” at thecenter of theEL CA'sordained ministry is
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likeputting SantaClausinthemanger or theEaster
Bunny onthecross. Fictionand superstitioncom-
promisethecredibility of theChristianfaith. CCM
withitsfictionsdoesnot advancemissioninthe21st
century.

7. CCM isdeceptive and thusdishonest

CCM statesthat EL CA pastors”installed" to
theofficeof bishop"will beunderstood by The
Episcopal Churchashavingbeenordained” (CCM
paragraph 15). Either the Episcopal Church or
the ELCA is being deceived about the future
nature of ELCA bishops. Sincethe ELCA'snew
"ingtallation" ritefor bishopstakestheformof an
ordinationrite, oneislefttoconcludethat theEL CA
isprimarily deceivingitsownmembers. CCM is
wrong becausedishonesty destroysthesoul.

8. TheEpiscopalian structureof bishopsin
CCMisanchoredin 17th century Englishlaw

Accordingto CCM paragraph 16, theEL CA
will obligeitsalf toimplement theprinciplesof the
PrefacetotheOrdination Ritesof the Episcopal
Church. Theseprincipleswereestablished by the
EnglishParliamentinthe1662 Act of Uniformity.
ThroughthisActtheEnglishgovernmenttriedto
eradicateall non-episcopalianformsof Christian
expressioninEngland and Wales. Manythousands
wer e persecuted, jailed, and fined, and many
hundreds died simply because they did not want
to be episcopalian. Now, CCM requiresthe ELCA
toshareandtoadminister againstitsownfuture
clergy thesesameprinciplesof 17thcentury, English
religiousintolerance. Clearly, CCM isnotwhat Jesus
meant when heprayed"that they might beone" (John
17:11,22).

Editor - CCM Verax Newsd etter
Pastor Mark D. Menacher, PhD
CCM Verax

P.O. Box 26

Au Gres, M| 48703-0026

USA

http:/AMww.ccmverax.org
mdmenacher@ccmverax.org
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Hungarians Offer to
Intervenein CCM

TheL utheran Churchof Hungary (LCH) has
offered US-L utheransitsinterventioninthematter of
theecumenical grand deceptionin Calledto Com-
monMission(CCM). CCM isthefull communion
agreement betweentheEvangedical L utheranChurch
inAmerica(EL CA) andtheEpiscopa Churchinthe
USA. Inaletter dated 11 July 2002, the Presiding
Bishopof theLCH, Dr. . Szebik, outlinedtheoffer
inthreepointswhicharesummarizedinthefollowing

way:

1. Theproblematicnatureof thethreefold
ministry inrelationtotheEpiscopal Churchshouldbe
discussed ecumenically andbrought toaconclusion.
Itwould bedesirablefor thequestiontobedis-
cussed betweentheL WF and the Episcopal Church
andfortheLWFtoissueguidelinesonthematter.

2. TheLCH isprepared to asked the ELCA
towithholddeclarationof full communionwiththe
ECUSA aslongasdifferencesof opinionexist. This
request will besent tothePresiding Bishop of the
ELCA.

3. TheBishop asksopponentsof CCM to
refrainfromstartinganew L utheranchurchto
preserveoveral churchunity

CCM VeraxReplyand Clarification

Inordertoclarify afew pointsof misunder-
standing, CCM V erax respondedtothel etter from
Dr. Szebik. Thetext of theletter totheLCH, which
point by poi nt commentsupontheoffer of interven-
tion, isreproduced here. Dr. Mark Menacher of
CCM V erax depictsthesituationasfollows:

"1. Theproblemat handisnot thethree-fold
officeof ministry intheEpiscopal Church per sebut
rather thevaidity andthesteadfast natureof Article
V11 of the Augsburg Confession (AC) - not only
withintheEL CA but a sowithintheL utheranWorld
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Federation. Throughtheagreement Calledto
Common Mission (CCM) theleadership of the
ELCA hasdebilitated ACVII, andit hasdoneso
withtheconsciousmisinterpretationof Apology
X1V. ThattheLWF central officesupportsthis
agreement contraindi catesasati sfactory resolution
aonefromGeneva

2. Itwould not helpto dissuadethe ELCA
fromdeclaringfull communionwiththeEpiscopal
Churchuntil thedifferencesof opinioncanbere-
solved becausetheagreement a ready cameinto
effecton01 Januar 2001. Sincethat timetheELCA
hasconsidered the Episcopal Churchtobea"full
communion” partner. TheEpiscopa Church, onthe
other hand, will only dolikewisewhenit hasbeen
determinedthat theEL CA hasbecomesufficiently
"episcopdianized” inorder tobeentitledtofull
communionwiththeEpiscopal Church.

Theprocessof unity in CCM runscontrary not
onlytoACVII butalsotothelived expressionof the
Doctrineof Justificationandtothe Two-Kingdoms-
Doctrine.

3. Whendeaingwiththeunity of thechurch,
onemust beclear that theEL CA churchleadership
considerstheEL CA tobemainly acongtitutional
churchandnot aL utheran confessional church.
When oneplacespriority ontheconstitution, onehas
areadyimpaired, if not practically dissolved, the
unity of aL_utheranchurch.

Whenan LWF member churchprefersthe
distinguishingmarksof another churchor confession
totheL utheran Confessions, andeventothesimple
truth, thenthe L W should haveguidelinesfor
rescindingthemembership of suchachurch.

Withthesemisunderstandingsremoved, weare
very thankful for your readinessto achieveaconfes-
sional resolutionof theproblem.”

[ The full texts of all letters mentioned in this
publication are available on the CCM Verax web
site at http://www.ccmverax.org]
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Disbelief asEL CA
" shiftsaway"
from Refor mation Day

Shock and betrayal characterizereactionsof
many membersof theEvangelica LutheranChurchin
America(EL CA)tothenewsthat thedenomination
isurgingitsnearly 11,000 parishestodrop Reforma-
tion Day andtoreplaceit withanondescript ecu-
menica observance.

In the Sept-Oct 2002 edition of Seedsfor the
Parish, EL CA officia swrite, "Inlight of our church's
commitmenttoecumenical relations, itmay bea
goodideato shift away fromafocusonthe 16th
century L utheran ReformationanditsScripture
readings, (suchas, thetruthwill setyoufree’) and
movetoward anecumenical cel ebration of reconcili-
ation."

Inrecentyears, many EL CA membershave
expressed concernthat thedenomination'secumeni-
cal policiesand agreementsareunderminingthe
church'sfaithandintegrity. Thisisparticularly the
case with Called to Common Mission (CCM), the
full communionagreement betweentheEL CA and
theEpiscopal ChurchintheUSA. CCM requires
theEL CA toadopt hierarchical " episcopaianstyle”
bishopsinorder to becomeacceptabletothe Epis-
copal Churchforfull communion.

Toalay EL CA members concerns, denomina-
tional officia shaverepeatedly assured membersthat
theEL CA'secumenical actionsmakenonoticesble
changestotheEL CA.

Despitethesepreviousassurances, thedenomi-
nation'snew advisory todrop Reformation Day will
confirmwithinandwithout thedenominationthat
EL CA |leadersareinfact sacrificingthechurch's
Protestant truthsonthealtar of anillusionary ecu-
menical godof hierarchica "visbleunity.”

Pastor KrisBaudler of St. Luke'sL utheran
ChurchinBay Shore, New Y ork comments, " They
keeptellingusthat al thisecumenismchanges
nothing. Y et, the Episcopaliansobliged ustake
episcopalianstylebishopsinCalledto Common
Mission. TheRoman Catholicsmanagedtoget
Lutheranstoagreetotheirinterpretationof ‘justifica:
tion by faith'in the Satement on the Joint Declara-
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tionon Justification. What did L utheransgetin
return? Full communion? A rescinding of theex-
communicationof MartinLuther? Hardly."

Rev. Dr.Roy Harrisville, 111, General Manager
of AugsburgFortressPress(theEL CA'spublishing
house), states, " Thispublication [ Seedsfor the
Parish] isnot authorizedto makeunilateral and
irresponsi blesuggestionsthat the EL CA takethe'L'
[for Lutheran] out of itsname.”

Mr.Larry Larsenof Calvary L utheran Church
inMorroBay, California, assessedthesituationthis
way, " They [EL CA officials| keepchippingaway at
theL utheran concept - chippingaway, chipping
away, andthenitwill fall apart.”

TheEL CA'smoveaway fromLutheranismis
notlimitedtotheELCA. Inarecent lectureat the
University of Copenhagen, Denmark, Professor
JamesM. KittelsonfromL uther Seminary in St.
Paul, Minnesota, likenedtoday'secumenically
zealouschurchesto" corporations' where"the
ecumenical dreamistocreatefromthemall one
multinational conglomerateor aconfederation of
corporations.” Professor Kittel sondescribedthe
ecumenical goa of "visbleunity" as"buildinganew
ecclesiastical Tower of Babel" that will come" crash-
ingdown[assoonas| theworkersdiscover that they
arenot even speakingthesamelanguage.”

For centuries, Lutheranshavecel ebrated
"ReformationDay" toremindthemselvesof L uther's
bol d steadf astnessin speaking thetruth and setting
thefaithful back ontheright path. Now, after 500
yearsof L utheranism, theEL CA'shead officeis
seekingtoput anendto ReformationDay.

InresponsetotheEL CA'sofficia departure
fromitsown heritage, L utheran congregationsand
groupsfromaroundthe USA areencouraging EL CA
parishestodisregardtheEL CA'sadvisory andto
celebrateReformation Day withrenewedvigor.

"In light of our church's commitment to
ecumenical relations, it may be a good
idea to shift away from a focus on the
16th century Lutheran Reformation and
its Scripture readings, (such as, 'the truth
will set you free’) and move toward an
ecumenical celebration of reconciliation."




